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MISSION STATEMENT


South Westland Area School aims to:

prepare students to meet the demands of life confidently, and
ensure effective efficient use of our available resources
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This booklet has been designed to help you in the following ways:


•	To provide some general information about South Westland Area School, the first school your child will be attending.

•	To give some suggestions about ways you can help your child make the transition from home to school as easy as possible.


We have a School Prospectus which has more detailed information.


The Principal’s /Tumuaki name is Mrs Sloane 

Your child’s teacher/kaiako will be Ms Levett
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ROAD SAFETY

The Ministry of Transport has produced the attached booklet for all Room One students.  Please study it carefully and talk to your child about the points in it.  There are several Road Safety points that are especially relevant to our area that we talk to the children about at school.  If you could help us by reinforcing them at home we would be most grateful.

1.	The main school vehicle entrance has restricted visibility and is not to be used by pedestrians.  Please do not pick up or drop off children outside these gates.  Use either the dental clinic gate or bring your car into the car park.

2.	The State Highway 6 - Wanganui Flat Road corner is very dangerous for school bound cyclists especially in our winter mists.  Please make sure students are warned about the dangers of this corner.

3.	Remind bus children to wait until the bus departs before crossing the road to home at the end of the day.

4.	All students at SWAS must wear a cycle helmet when cycling to or from school.  The law of the land now requires a cycle helmet to be worn at all times when cycling and this is important on the way to and from school but of course is equally important at other times.  
       



		

On Enrolment:

We will need the following forms completed:

	1	Enrolment Form

	2	Coast Health Care Form

	3	Cybersafety Form (to allow use of computers) we realise this form is probably way beyond most Room 1 children but we hope you will discuss this with your child.

We are also required to have a copy your child’s birth certificate and site your child’s immunisation certificate (with your permission we would like to also have a copy of this).  We also need to know if they have had their ‘5 year old check’ done (this is for our vision and hearing tests done here at school).

		








School Donation


$25 per child in primary classes ($40 senior) with a maximum of $70 per family is requested.

This money helps to provide extras for your child which are not covered by the Government Grants e.g..

	- Sports equipment

	- Library books

	- Musical Instruments

	- Playground equipment

	- Assistance with travel expenses
	
	- Visiting Performers and Cultural Groups
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Stationery

Is available at the school.  This is preferable so the children have uniform books.

Your child will be issued with a stationery list when they start school or when they begin visits.
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Can I teach my child anything for school?

	 If you want to, there are some things which will help your child:

	BUT

	Beware of confusing the child


•	Teach your child to write their name

Please conform by using a capital beginning letter followed by small letters.

E.g.	Jonah Lomu


•	Their home telephone number


•	Their address


Alphabet - Recognition of letters
Numbers - Recognition of 1 to 9
Colours - The basic colours











At entry your child will need:
Named:	

•    Raincoat
•	Good footwear 
•	Slippers or sneakers (to change into in class when wearing gumboots to school) optional	
•	Physical Education gear (shorts, T-shirt, non-marking sneakers and a bag to put them in)
•	Togs and Towel in Swimming season, in a plastic bag
•	School bag
•	Reading Folder
School Uniform (see Prospectus)
Sun Hat



	


		


		



Have you taught your child to:


•	Use a handkerchief properly?
	
  •     Undress and dress him/herself without too much delay?

•	Use the toilet independently?

•	If you have a boy, has he been shown a urinal, and how to use one?

•	Sit quietly and listen to a story?

•	Listen to simple instructions and follow them out?


Has your child had experience with:

•	  Scissors?
•	  Cutting out?
•	Colouring in?














•	Can your child tie their own shoe laces?


•	Do they recognise their bag among others?


•	Can they pack their own bag?


•	Can they do up their coat?


•	Can they fold/pack up their own clothes?
(A material bag to hold PE gear is an advantage.)


•	Is your child familiar with eating from a lunch box?
(Give them a picnic lunch outside at home.)
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Some rules you can observe with your child to help them adjust to the rules at school:


1.	Only vehicles use the entrance to the carpark.  Children who are walking should come in the small gate by the Dental Clinic.

2.	We always knock at the door if we are visiting another classroom or the office.

3.	The Library is a quiet place at all times.  We don’t run in there!

4.	Children are not permitted out of the grounds without permission from the Principal or Deputy Principal.

5.	Absence should be explained with a phone call or note to the teacher prior.

6.	A child wishing to go home on a school bus with a friend must have a note from home.

7.	Children should not be in the school grounds before 8.15 am unless they come by an early bus.

8.	Please try to send the correct amount of money when requested, this is very helpful to the clerical staff who have not always got change available.  It helps if any money sent to school is in a named envelope.

9.	If your child is the eldest in the family they will regularly bring home school notices.  Check their bag.






To help your child make a happy beginning at school there are many little things we as adults take for granted - new things are often difficult for a young child.

We need to encourage independence - children are quick to comment when another child is unable to do things for themselves.

It is the first move away from total parental control - the first of many as our children grow to be people in their own right.
















TERMS to discuss with your child;

“The bell has gone” What does your child understand by this?  What reaction will be expected of the child in a school situation?

“Playtime” Have you talked about self discipline like going to the toilet during playtime?

“In school” Does your child realise that they must stay in the classroom between bells?

“The Staffroom” Where do the teachers disappear to?

“The Office”

“The Sickbay”

“The teacher on duty” Have you discussed with your child the fact that at school they have several new adults to relate to:

The Principal and Deputy

The class teacher

The duty teacher 

	d)  The librarians








You will be asked to buy a reading pouch and a Home Reading Diary; this will be included in your stationery list. (The Home Reading Diary is used by all children up to Year 6.  Please use it to encourage reading)

The reading pouch/folder is for your child to carry a reading book home to share with you.
The pouch serves two purposes:
1.	trains your child in regular self preparation for school:
2.	protects the school readers.

The books your child brings home have one of three purposes:
1.	It may be a book your child enjoyed and wants to share with you. You could read it to them.
2.	Your child may have chosen it from a browsing box for you to show you his/her progress.
3.	We may have read it during instruction and your child wants to show you his/her progress.
Please do not expect your child to know every word

Reading pouches are available from school at about $3. (Included in stationery list)

Reading pouch size - approximately 26cm x 20cm - suggested closing with velcro.


	

How to help your child experience success in reading.

1.	Make a routine DAILY time to spend with your child sharing a reading experience.

2.	Sit together so you can 
	- share the story
	- discuss the illustrations
	- predict events
	- discuss the story theme

3.	Help your child to begin relating the spoken words with the print by pointing with the index finger as you read together.

4.	Talk about the print concepts of 
	- a letter
	- a word
	- a sentence

As your child progresses to being able to read some of the text, please simply TELL your child any word they do not know.

If the child leaves out a word - read to end of sentence then go back and repeat aiming at the child’s self correction.

Your child is not expected to know every word in every book they bring home. 










Lucky Book Club

-	Your child will bring home the Lucky Book club pamphlets monthly.

-	If you wish to purchase books please send the exact amount of money (before the due date) in a sealed, named envelope to Mrs Wylie at school.

-	There is sometimes a delay in the arrival of the order but your child will be given his/her books as soon as the order arrives.









		



THE BEST PREPARATION FOR EDUCATION YOU CAN GIVE YOUR CHILD IS TO:


•	TALK TO THEM ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE DOING

•	LISTEN TO THEIR IDEAS AND EXTEND THEIR VOCABULARY AND

•	READ, READ, READ, READ TO THEM DAILY.




Please read this in conjunction with the SWAS Prospectus and Pamphlet

If we can help in anyway please give us a call:

(03) 7533160

or send us a fax on:
(03) 7533037


Email:		mainoffice@southwestlandarea.school.nz


Arohanui.  Kia tau te rangi marie.


			
				
					
Edition: February 2010
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